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The colourful history of the city of Wesel starts in 
1241, when it was officially pronounced a city. We-
sel’s entry to the Hanseatic League in 1407 brought 
prosperity, and there are two impressive remnants 
of this golden age at the Großer Markt central mar-
ketplace: the Willibrordi Cathedral (16th century) 
and the historic town hall (15th century).

Thanks to its excellent situation by the Rhine and its 
economic significance, Wesel came under increa-
sing military influence as of the 17th century and 
over the next 300 years. Spain, the Netherlands, 
Brandenburg, France, and Prussia all left their mark 
when they turned Wesel into a fortress city. Wesel 
has also hosted figures such as Napoleon, Frederick 
the Great, and Winston Churchill. After the Second 
World War, the great military importance of the city 
came to an end.

Did you know that New York, spelling rules, and the 
periodic table have all been influenced by people 
from Wesel? Legend has it that Peter Minuit went to 
America in the 1620s and purchased the Manhattan 
peninsula, now known as New York, from the Native 
Americans; Konrad Duden created a spelling sys-
tem that still exists today; and in 1925, Ida Noddack 
discovered the chemical elements rhenium and ma-
surium, which were still unknown and missing from 
the periodic table.

wesel-tourismus.de/cityportrait

Time travel through Wesel

In Wesel, you can saunter around the pedestrian zone 
without having to worry about cars. The retail trade 
in Wesel provides an attractive mix of sectors with 
around 200 specialist stores. Large chains and ow-
ner-run stores shape the urban landscape, ensuring a 
shopping trip rich in variety. If you want to have a rest, 
there are many cosy cafés and restaurants.

Do you see the grey Hanseband line on the floor? The 
Hanseatic link is made clear by the list of the 185 cities 
that belong to the modern version of the Westphalian 
Hanseatic alliance. As you stroll through the streets li-
ned with shops, you will notice something: There are 
many colourful donkeys to marvel at. This obsession 
with all things donkey is not by chance – the word 
“donkey” forms part of an old German rhyme about 
the city mayor, which most people round here are su-
rely familiar with.

With the free interactive app Zeitfenster Wesel, you 
can turn back time at many points in the city centre 
and see what Wesel used to look like before it was 
destroyed during the Second World War. Everyt-
hing you need is on your mobile phone or tablet. 
wesel-tourismus.de/zeitfenster-eng

Tip: Discover the prettiest spots in Wesel, stee-
ped in history, on the “open city tour”. From May 
to October, every Saturday starting at 2:30 p.m. 
wesel-tourismus.de/guidedtours

Do you fancy a stroll 
through the city centre?Wesel is in the centre of the idyllic Lower Rhine land-

scape, just waiting to be discovered by you – on foot 
or by bicycle. After all, cycling trips are the order of 
the day in bicycle-friendly Wesel. The extraordinarily 
well-constructed cycle routes, running for 180 kilo-
metres along the dikes of the Rhine, river floodplains, 
and moorland, are perfectly suited to cycling tours 
and offer great views of the region. As well as the 
well-known cycling routes such as the Lower Rhine 
Route and the Rhine Cycle Route, there are also excel-
lent circular routes through the town of Wesel itself. 
wesel-tourismus.de/cycling

Countryside as far as the eye can see and endless bo-
dies of water – a delightful combination to explore. 
Experience the charm of the legendary Rhine as you 
walk along the promenade, which is just 15 minutes 
on foot from the city centre. The jewel of this Hansea-
tic city also lies right next to the Rhine: the Auesee 
lake. It is the result of extraction in the Rhine mea-
dows and a popular local recreation site.

Tip: Do you like hiking, or do you love long walks? 
If so, the Diersfordt Forest, at the gates of the 
city of Wesel, is the right place for you! Part of the 
Hohe Mark Nature Park, it invites you to go on a re-
laxing journey of discovery. There are two signpos-
ted routes that are easy to navigate, and they will 
get the hearts of any nature enthusiast racing. 
wesel-tourismus.de/hiking 

Nature and water
The Lower Rhine has its own museum here. The LVR 
Niederrheinmuseum Wesel will give you an exci-
ting insight into the history of Wesel and aligns it 
with the cultural history of the Lower Rhine – with 
all its pre-existing links to neighbouring regions. For 
anybody who wants to become even more familiar 
with these exciting developments in Wesel, in the 
heart of the Lower Rhine region, a visit to this mu-
seum is an absolute must. What’s more, the building 
that houses the museum is a piece of pure Wesel 
history, as it is located in the former grain storage 
facility of the Wesel citadel.

The citadel itself is also worth a visit. The largest pre-
served fortress complex in the Rhineland, it is an im-
pressive confirmation of Wesel’s eventful history as 
a fortress city. In addition to the LVR Niederrheinmu-
seum, the buildings also house the school of music 
and art, the city archive, and the Schill-Kasematte 
section of the city museum.

Tip: In Wesel’s Bislich district, you will find the de-
corative Deichdorfmuseum museum. Two defining 
themes are life on the Rheindeich dike and the his-
tory of flood control. You will find also find out more 
about village life back then, the history of village 
handicraft, Lower Rhine birdlife, and why Charle-
magne visited back in the year 800.
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Stadtinformation Wesel 
Großer Markt 11 
46483 Wesel

Tel. +49 (0) 281 203 26 22 
stadtinformation@weselmarketing.de 

Opening hours

Monday–Friday: 
10 am–1 pm und 1.30–5 pm  
(April to October 1.30–6 pm)

Saturday: 
10 am–1 pm 

Tip: Discover Wesel with our tour 
ideas for cyclists and hikers.

Wesel-tourismus.de/touren

Publisher: WeselMarketing GmbH, Großer Markt 9, 46483 Wesel
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Stretching for 220 kilometres and leading into the Rhine in 
Wesel, the Lippe is the longest river in North Rhine-West-
phalia. You can discover the unique nature of the rewilded 
Lippe estuary area  on the combined footpath and 
cycle route, which is approximately three kilometres long. 

Lippe estuary

 Restaurant Mezzomar

 Café L’Etage

 Café Extrablatt

 Fasskeller

 Restaurant Hellas

 WeinZeit

 Restaurant Lippeschlösschen

 Restaurant Hohe Mark

 Leos

 Walter Bräu

 Tante Ju

 Wacht am Rhein

Your hosts in Wesel

Tipp: Mit dem Niederrheinrad gibt’s auch Leihfahrräder 
vor Ort für Ihren unbeschwerten Radelspaß in Wesel. 

niederrheinrad.de

The Rhine will take you in the direction of the former Ro-
man town of Xanten. Small detours are ideal for rest stops 
at the Pettenkaul water play area with a view of the water, 
or the pilgrimage site in Ginderich, before taking the Keer 
Tröch ferry back to the right-hand side of the Rhine in the 
old shipping village of Bislich.

Route length: 24.3 km
Journey time: Approx. 1 hour and 45 minutes
GPS tracking: wesel-tourismus.de/keer-troech-weg

Keer-Tröch-Weg: a classic

You absolutely must see these sights and emblems of the city: the Großer Markt, with the Willi-
brordi Cathedral and historic town hall , the citadel , and the Berliner Tor gate .

Tip: The grey and red information pillars form part of the tourist orientation system and will 
provide you with further information about the sights and features of the locations.

Tour of the city centre

14 April to 27 October 2019
Weds, Fri, Sat, Sun, and public holidays, as well as Thurs 
during the summer holidays in North Rhine-Westphalia 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (only until 6:00 p.m. in October)

 Keer Tröch II passenger ferry

Wesel city centre

Two routes, the Hirschkäfer Route and the Moorerlebnisweg , can be completed individual-
ly or combined to form a longer circular trail (approx. 6.5 km). The Wildgatter nature reserve, 
a habitat for wild boar, red deer, fallow deer, and moufl on deer, is also worth a visit. Other 
places of interest are the Diersfordt Castle  and the picturesque Schwarzes Wasser moor-
land area .

Diersfordt Forest

Wesel’s lakes (Auesee, Diersfordter Waldsee, Schwarzes Wasser, and Ellerdonksee)

Those who love visiting lakes are in good hands in Wesel. With the Auesee, Diersfordter 
Waldsee, Schwarzes Wasser, and Ellerdonksee lakes on its doorstep, Wesel has something for 
everyone – good for walks or even for those who like a touch of mysticism.

The Auesee  and Ellerdonksee lakes  are a product of excavation and are ideal for 
swimming. They are also great for relaxing walks through the adjacent natural landscapes. In 
the middle of the Diersfordt Forest lies the Diersfordter Waldsee  and the idyllic Schwarzes 
Wasser heather pond . Hiking routes here beckon you to enjoy the impressive “nature 
shows”.

6 April to 14 October
During daylight hours

 Quertreiber ferry across the Lippe


